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also. He would probably have written poetry if he had never
met with Lewis. He would probably have given a picture of
Border manners in some form if the Countess of Dalkeith had
never said a word to him about Gilpin Horner. Such accidents
as tese affected the course of the stream, but without other and
more steady and persistent influences there would have been
no stream to turn. Naturally Scott was not sensible of the
pressure of the literary atmosphere of Edinburgh and the Bor-
derland, because he lived in it day after day and year after
year, but it was in this atmosphere that his poetic life found
sustenance* Without attempting the hopeless task of a com-
plete analysis of it, we may easily distinguish one invigorating
element to which Scott owed much. This was its local spirit—
the spirit which we call patriotic when we think well of it and
look to its good results, and provincial when we think ill of it
and look to its bad results. Throughout the south of Scotland,
with Edinburgh as its capital and focus, there was in the
eighteenth century a wide-spread literary ambition with a local
aim and a self-conscious pride. Every man with any preten-
sion to spirit and culture, from the judge on the bench to the
shoemaker on his stool, aspired to write verse, and all who
wished to escape the charge of pedantry sought their subjects in
local traditions, local or personal incidents, and local scenery.
The nickname of' Modern Athens' had not yet been applied to
Edinburgh, but already in spirit Edinburgh was Athens and
the Border-country was its Attica. The bards of this ambitious
region boldly claimed for the Tweed and its tributaries an
equality of rank with the Arno and the Tiber^ and believed in
their hearts that Yarrow was as sacred and inspiring a stream as
Helicon, Such a local spirit has a cramping and injurious effect
only on men of thin nature and narrow experience. Scott's
natural magnanimity and humour protected him against its
evil tendency, while he benefited to the full from its invigor-
ating influence. It directed him to fresh fields, and ennobled
his personal ambition with the lofty aim of speaking to the
world for a district that had not yet found its poet.

